
By Banks Vadeboncoeur 

Youth and old age. Love and revenge. 
Grief and joy. Mystery and revelation. 
Kate Stollenwerck of Ponte Vedra, 
Florida, brings readers on an incredible 
journey in her first ever novel, “Hello, 
Goodbye.” 

The story follows Hailey Rogers, a 
teenager from Dallas, Texas. Although 
15-year-old Hailey doesn’t particularly 
want to spend the summer with her 
grandma Gigi, it’s the only way to stop 
her parents from bothering her about 
SAT prep, finding a job or college plans. 

Although doubtful at first, Hailey im-
mediately develops a close relationship 
with Gigi, who exposes her to the Bea-
tles, “The Great Gatsby” and driving a 
vintage convertible called “Betty.” Two 
popular football players from Hailey’s 
school, Blake and DeMarcus, whom 
she meets while visiting Gigi, wind up 

becoming her unexpected friends. 
Her grandmother also imparts to her 

some of the convoluted family history. 
After finding hints in an ancient letter 
written by her great-grandfather, Hailey 
sets off on a road trip to a desolate Texas 
town to unravel the family mystery.

The coming-of-age story is fitting 
for all ages and is sure to keep readers 
captivated and engaged. The author did 
a wonderful job of combining several 
storylines, making it easy to fall in love 
with each individual character. Hailey 
is unique, independent and spunky. Her 
loving relationship with her eccentric, 
charming grandmother carries the story 
along and truly makes the novel special.

The story captivated me and gave 
me the sensation that I was physically 
in the room with Hailey and her grand-
mother. I felt as though I was sitting on 
Gigi’s couch, hearing the tales of her 
history. Fans of the Beatles will enjoy 

how seamlessly the music from the band 
is incorporated into the narrative, and 
Stollenwerck fittingly included historical 
elements that play a significant role in 
the story.

Ultimately, “Hello, Goodbye” was a 
beautifully written debut that demon-
strates the sweet, unmatchable relation-
ship between a grandmother and her 
granddaughter. Stollenwerck tastefully 

incorporated themes of family, romance 
and, above all, love. As written in the 
novel, “All you need is love. Love is all 
you need. Just like Gigi said.”

Banks Vadeboncoeur is a sophomore at 
Ponte Vedra High School. She loves to 
write and hopes to have a future career 
in journalism.
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‘Hello, Goodbye’ keeps readers captivated, engaged
BOOK REVIEW

Work of 16 young patient artists on exhibit
Museum of Contemporary Art Jackson-

ville has announced its new exhibition, 
“What Lifts You Up,” in partnership with 
Art with a Heart in Healthcare.

The exhibition will be on view Sept. 
11 through Jan. 8. The opening event will 
take place at 2 p.m. Sept. 11. “What Lifts 
You Up” features the work of 16 young 
artists who are patients at local hospitals. 

For more than a decade, MOCA Jack-
sonville has partnered with Art with a 
Heart in Healthcare, a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides personalized art 
experiences to enhance the healing pro-
cess for patients and families at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital, Nemours Children’s 
Specialty Clinic, St. Vincent’s Medical 
Center, Mayo Clinic and Baptist Medical 
Center. 

The teams at Art with a Heart in 
Healthcare and MOCA Jacksonville work 
together each year to develop a unique pa-
tient art exhibition based on a prompt or 
question that inspires imagination, artistry 
and individual expression among young 
patients, who work under the guidance of 
an artist-in-residence.

“In addition to the benefits each patient 

artist gleans from engaging in artistic 
exploration, they are able to build a sense 
of accomplishment, pride and meaning 
by having their artwork on display within 
a museum space,” said Christy Ponder, 
executive director and artist-in-residence 
for Art with a Heart in Healthcare. 

Over the years, the program has devel-
oped different themes to encourage more 
than 100,000 patients to express them-
selves through art. They are empowered 
to gain technical art-making and creative 
skills, while learning to articulate their 
feelings, ideas and experiences. The expe-
rience empowers patients to celebrate and 
explore the artistic process, while gaining 
self-confidence and self-awareness. 

“MOCA Jacksonville is a proud partner 
of Art with a Heart in Healthcare and 
its work to transform the health care 
experiences of young patients through 
the power of creative expression,” said 
Caitlin Doherty. “The creation of art has 
a unique ability to help people see their 
world in new ways, to process their ex-
periences and to share those experiences 
with others, especially during difficult or 
stressful times.”

This year’s artists-in-residence were 
Dylan Bauer, Heidi Drost, Kianna Godoy, 
Amy Irizarry, Brooke McKinney, Lisa 
Miyares, Jill Olmo, Matt Richards and 
Abigail Santos. This exhibition is spon-
sored by the Florida Blue. Additional 

support for this exhibition was made in 
part by the City of Jacksonville, the Cul-
tural Council of Greater Jacksonville, the 
Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the 
University of North Florida.

Addison, age 11, “What lifts 
you Up,” 2022. Acrylic on 
canvas, 24 x 12 inches.

Coner, age 6, “What lifts you 
Up,” 2022. Acrylic on canvas, 
24 x 12 inches.

Quinalia, age 12, “Never Give 
Up,” 2022. Acrylic on canvas, 
24 x 12 inches.


